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How Can I tell if it is “Reformed?”

The Basic Building Blocks of Reformed Theology:  

sola scriptura, sola gratia and sola fide
“Nearly all the wisdom we possess, that is to say, true and proper wisdom, consists of two parts:  the knowledge of God and of ourselves” (Institutes, 1.1.1)

· Sola scriptura = by scripture alone 
· Basic belief that Scripture was the sole necessary and sufficient source of Christian theology

· Scripture is the living Word of God, illumined by the Spirit and bringing new truths for new times
· Biblical warrant – litmus test (two sacraments: baptism and Lord’s supper); Scripture preeminent authority over traditions of the church
· History: elevation of expository sermon, biblical commentary and biblical theology (Calvin’s Institutes); invention of the printing press by 1439 by Gutenberg: now, “a simple lay man armed with Scripture is to be believed above a pope or a council without it” (Luther).
· 2 Timothy 3:16: “All scripture [= Old and New Testaments] is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.”

· Sola gratia = by grace alone  
· From Augustine, John 15:5: “apart from me you can do nothing”

· God’s generous gift to humanity – nothing we can do to earn God’s grace of salvation; we live in sinful state that God chooses to overlook
· Prevenient grace: God is active in human lives working towards our salvation before our conversion…going ahead

· Ephesians 2:8-10:  “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God – not the result of works, so that no one may boast.  For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.”
· Sola fide = by faith alone

· Justification based upon the grace of God, received through faith  - itself a gift of God

· Romans 5:1-2: “Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.”

· Saving faith involves believing that Christ was born for us personally, and has accomplished for us the work of salvation; united us with Christ
· Faith = trust, being prepared to act on that trust

· Other important things – Sacraments, Trinity, Church, Christian Life
· Sacraments - outward signs of the invisible grace of God (Baptism and Lord’s Supper)

· Trinity – God in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit (“three persons, one God”).  God is a passionate “who” (not what) who accommodates or adjusts to our human capacities; Jesus Christ “fully human and fully divine” works in three offices:  prophet, priest and king
· Church –established by Jesus Christ, as its head, empowered by the Spirit; reformed and always being reformed.  Marks of the Church:  word rightly preached and sacraments rightly administered
· Christian Life – “priesthood of all believers” - proper use of present life; all of life’s occupations may be blessed by God, but process of becoming more “Christ-like” (sanctification) never fully realized in this life.
And now for a quiz:  How would you respond to the following (in light of what you just learned about Reformed Theology)?

1. When were you saved?

2. Is the Bible the literal Word of God?

3. Do you believe in the Bible?

4. Are you sure you’re going to Heaven?

5. Is Jesus “Lord,” or just a good guy?

6. When will the world end?

Questions to ask of any curriculum
· Is Scripture the primary focus of the curriculum?

· If yes, then in what manner is Scripture presented, interpreted?

· How are God’s actions interpreted?  What is God’s place?

· How are our actions interpreted? What is our role?

· What is the role of Jesus Christ and his relationship to us?  

· What is the role of the Holy Spirit?

· How is the Church of Jesus Christ treated in the material?
· What about the role of the Christian Life, worship and sacraments?
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